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 Pragmatics Based Textbooks: Do They Fulfil the Needs of Teachers and Students? 

 

Abstract 

 

As mandated in curriculum 2013, English learning in secondary schools emphasizes on achieving 

communicative competencies. To achieve such an objective, English learners need to master not only 

grammar and text organization but also the pragmatic competence of the target language. What is 

meant by pragmatics competence here is the ability to express meaning beyond language rules. In 

order to support the purpose of learning English, it is necessary for the teachers to provide materials 

that are in accordance with the learning goals as well as the needs of learners. This is for the reason 

that this study is trying to reveal the kinds of textbooks needed by the teachers and students so that 

at the end of learning, students can achieve the expected communicative competencies. This study 

used a mixed-method research design with the sample of 41 teachers from secondary schools in 

Semarang. Data were collected by distributing Google Form and then they were analyzed 

quantitatively and qualitatively. The result shows that 43.9% of the respondents agreed that the texts 

provided in the textbooks had not reflected context of situation and 51.2% of them stated that the 

texts are out of cultural context. The exercises in the textbook had not provided an understanding of 

the text through the existing context (56.1%). Activities in textbooks already utilized the use of 

communicative language that is in accordance with daily use (43.9%). Referring to the results above, 

there is a gap between the provided textbooks and the student’s needs. Hence, the researchers 

encouraged the English teachers to create the materials which can support the students’ expected 

outcome, being able to communicate in English comprehensively.     
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