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Abstract. Abstract Batak people speak a variety of closely related languages. The 

reason why the writers analyze Batak language is because the language is unique. 

The purpose is to find out the phonological similarities and differences between 

English and Batak Toba language also to conduct the premises of analyzing Batak 

Toba language to find out the existing and non-existing consonant and vowel 

sounds. The subject of the research is N.A.M. Silalahi. The subject acts as the 

primary data source. Secondary data is gained from books and internet articles. 

Batak Toba language is unique. The writers found out that for words with two 

syllables, if the end of the first syllable is a consonant, and the beginning of the 

second syllable is a consonant, the sound of the last consonant in the first syllable 

will be dropped; first second syllable will get more pressure in its pronunciation.  
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Introduction  
Indonesia has many islands. There are certain communities which live in those 

islands and there are living languages in certain islands as well, spoken by the 

inhabitant of each island. One of the biggest islands is Sumatra. In the island, 

there are 49 living languages listed. There is a division living language used in 

that region, it is Batak. Batak has several subdivision; Batak Alas-Kluet, Batak 

Angkola, Batak Dairi, Batak Karo, Batak Mandailing, Batak Simalungun and Batak 

Toba. Batak Toba is a language used in Samosir Island and east, south, and west 

of Toba Lake in north Sumatra. Alternate names: Toba Batak, Batta. Dialects: 

Close to Angkola Batak. Classification: Austronesian, Malayo-Polynesian, 

Sumatra, Batak, Southern. Language is an attractive science to analyze. Batak speak a 

variety of closely related languages, all members of the Austroneisan language family. 

There are two major branches, a northern branch comprising the Dairi, Alas-Kluet and 

Karo languages that are similar to each other but distinctly different from the languages of 

the southern branch comprising three mutually intelligible dialects: Toba, Angkola and 

Mandailing. Simalungun is an early offspring of the southern branch. Some Simalungun 

dialects can be understood by speakers of Batak Karowhereas other dialects of Simalungun 

can be understood by speakers of Toba. This is due to the existence of a linguistic 

continuum that often blurs the lines between the Batak dialects. The reasons why the 

writers want to analyze Batak language is because the language is unique and different 

http://dx.doi.org/10.26877/eternal.v2i1.220
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from the native language spoken by the writer. Batak language exists in every part of island 

in Indonesia. Batak tribe communities spread all over Indonesia and people can meet Batak 

people talking in Batak language almost in every area of Indonesia. 

 

Purpose 
The purpose of this writing is to find out the phonological similarities and differences 

between English language and Batak Toba language. The second purpose of this writing 

is to conduct the premises of analyzing the Batak Toba language to find out the existing 

and non-existing consonant and vowel sounds in Batak Toba language 

 

Data Source 

Data Classification 
According to Marzuki, data and information can be categorized based on the source; 

primary and secondary data source. 

 

a. Primary Data 
Primary data is gained first hand directly from the source; observed, and taken note for the 

first time. In this small research, the primary data source is gained from a native speaker 

of Batak Toba language. The subject of the research is named Netha Asy Miranda Silalahi, 

born and grew up in an area near Toba Lake. Then after graduating from high school the 

subject move to Bandung and Jakarta to work and study. In 2003 the subject moved to 

Semarang to work as a chemical engineer in a state-owned company. 

 

b. Secondary Data 
Secondary data is gained from a source other than the primary data source. It could be 

from a research result of other writers, statistic data from government office, books, 

reviews and many other sources. In this writing, the writer used books, and internet articles 

as the secondary data for the research. 

 

d. Method of Data Collection 
Common methods of data collection in research are: observation, interview and 

questionnaire (Sugiyono, 2002) 

 

1. Interview 
An interview is used to gain first hand data from the main source. An interview is a 

communication between two parties to get necessary information. In this writing, the 

writers interviewed the native speaker of Batak Toba language. The writers show the list 

of Indonesian words, and then asked the person to pronounce the words in Batak 

Language. The interview took about two hours to complete. Because the source is only 

one person, it didn’t take a long time to finish. In this small research, method of data 

collection is interview in the beginning of the research to obtain necessary data. 

Here are the steps conducted by the writers to obtain the data: 

1. Make the list of Indonesian words 

2. Voice recording with a native speaker of Batak Toba language. 

3. Compare the words with Batak language 

4. Make the phonetic transcription of the Batak Toba sounds from the recording 

5. Premises analysis. This step is taken to find out the consonants and vowels in Batak 

Toba language 

 

Phonetic Analysis 
Phonetic Theory 
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Phonetics (from the Greek: φωνή, phōnē, "sound, voice") is the subfield of linguistics that 

comprises the study of the physical sounds of human speech. It is concerned with the 

physical properties of speech sounds (phones), and the processes of their physiological 

production, auditory reception, and neurophysiologic perception.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phonetic  

 

i. Vowel 

A vowel is a type of sound that comes out of the mouth without closing the throat or mouth 

at any point when the vowel occurs. Vowels can be contrasted with consonants. A 

consonant is a sound with one or more points where the air stops. In almost all languages, 

words must contain at least one vowel. Like I and way in English, words can be formed 

without consonants, but words without a cannot consist of only consonants.  vowel. 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-vowel.htm. 

 

 
Figure 1: English vowels 

Here are the list of English vowels: 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phonetic
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-vowel.htm
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Some Generalizations (Not Rules) about English vowels and spelling. English vowels 

have "long" and "short" forms. The long form is the "name" of the letter:  

The short form is as follows: 

 
Long vowels are usually (but not always) indicated by a second (silent) vowel in the 

same syllable: 

 

 
 

Consonants 
In articulatory phonetics, a consonant is a speech sound that is articulated with complete 

or partial closure of the upper vocal tract, the upper vocal tract being defined as that part 

of the vocal tract that lies above the larynx. Consonants contrast with vowels. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consonant 

 

Chart of English Consonants 
(Sample words are given below the symbol with the relevant sound) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consonant
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Figure 2: English consonants 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/linguistics/russell/138/sec1/cons.htm 

Phonemic Theory 
A phoneme is the smallest contrasting unit in a language's phonetic system. Phonemes 

make sounds different, but only in one place. It usually occurs in minimal pairs like the 

/r/ and /l/ phonemes. 

 

rest in peace 

lip 

 

The sounds [r] and [l] are contrasting in the same environment and are considered distinct 

phonemes. The phonemes /r/ and /l/ are used to distinguish between the word rip and the 

word lip. 

 

Identical contrast is the difference between two phonetically similar segments that occur 

in two distinct words and have the same adjacent phone. Segments are separate phonemes 

if neither segment is altered or affected by its environment. Segments [l] and [r] are 

symmetrical in identical environments for the following minimal pairs: 

[lip] 

[rest in peace] 

This means that /l/ and /r/ are separate phonemes. Phonetically similar segments are two 

or more sounds that share phonetic characteristics and are often seen as variants of a 

single phonological unit within a language. Below is a table showing examples of 

phonetically similar segments and the differences between specific segments (Rensch, 

1991).  Examples: 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/linguistics/russell/138/sec1/cons.htm
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The phonetically 

similar segments 

Differ in 

[p] and [b] Voicing. 

[p] and [f] Place of articulation and manner of articulation. 

[l] and [r] Manner of articulation. 

[p] and [t] Place of articulation. 

  
Tabel 1: Phonetic differences 

Contrast in analogous environments is the difference between two phonetically similar 

segments that occur in two separate words and have similar adjacent sounds. If neither 

segment has been modified or affected by its environment, the segments are separate 

phonemes. (Kaiwa, Brazil) The segments [p] and [b] contrast in analogous environments 

in the following words: 

[opa] 'It is finished' 

[aba] 'place' 

The implication is that /p/ and /b/ are separate phonemes. An environment is all the parts 

of an utterance that directly surround a given sound.  

(http://www.ethnologue.com/ll_docs/contents.asp) 

 

Phoneme Identification 
The list of words below is the words pronounced by the native speaker of Batak Toba 

language. 

 

http://www.ethnologue.com/ll_docs/contents.asp
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From the list above, the writer did the preliminary procedures. First of all, a phonetic 

chart is created to define all the consonant and vowel sounds in Batak Toba language. 

These are the consonant sounds found in the list 



10 

 

http://journal.upgris.ac.id/index.php/eternal/index 

 

 



11 

 

http://journal.upgris.ac.id/index.php/eternal/index 

 



12 

 

http://journal.upgris.ac.id/index.php/eternal/index 

 
 

Conclusion [12-bold] 
Batak Toba is a very unique language. From the result of our small research, the writers 

found out that for words with two syllables, if the end of the first syllable is a consonant, 

and the beginning of the second syllable is also consonant, a unique thing occurs. The 

sound of the last consonant in the first syllable will be dropped, and the first second 

syllable will get more pressure in its pronunciation. It happened in several cases such as: 

Lantai [lat’ai] Lantai 

Kompor [hop’or] Hompor 

Nampan [nap’an] Nampan 

Bantal [bat’al] Bantal 

Mulut [bab’am] Bambam 

Jempol [djəp’ol] Jempol 

Duduk [hud’ul] Hundul 

Kakek [op’uŋ doli] Ompung doli 

Nenek [op’uŋ bαru] Ompung boru 

Hadiah [gab’Ir] Gambir 

Lumpur [gab’o] Gambo 

Compang-camping [gad’al] Gandal 

Pipa besi [gad’ar] Gandar 

 
Some words that have sound /e/ underwent phoneme transition due to the duration of 

staying in central java. It influences the pronunciation. Most batak people pronounce /e/ 

as / / but the subject in this small research has spent more than two years of staying in 

Semarang, so that her language is influenced by Javanese pronunciation. 
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